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Contact: Sam Girton, (740) 707-9677 or samgirton@yahoo.com

GEORGE W. BUSH MAKES DEBUT
AS SMALL BUT MIGHTY GARDEN GNOME

Athens, OH 9 Just in time for this fallgs election season, George W. Bush is helping keep manufacturing
jobs in southeastern Ohio. A 10-inch, ceramic version of G. W. that is d one you can put in your garden
with your other gnomes.

George W. Bush as a yard gnome?

Thatds right. The portly 60Bushgnomeo stands smiling in traditional Texas-style boots and a lone star-
shaped belt buckle, his big ears protruding from a pointy red cap. He proudly gives a 6thumbs-up.0
Molded, cast, and pnished in Roseville, Ohio, the hand-painted statues are the brainchild of an Ohio
University visual design professor. The Roseville area is known for its longstanding pottery-making
tradition.

Sam Girton, the gnomeds inventor, says he got the idea from political cartoonistsé rendering of the
President. oln many of the cartoons, he has big, elf-like ears. | thought he looked like a gnome,0
Girton said.

Who exactly does Girton think will buy the Bushgnome?

ORepublicans think he is cute, and Democrats think he looks silly,06 Girton said. While the gnomegs left
hand gives a thumbs-up, the gnomegs right hand is held behind his back, pngers crossed.

0Customers can decide whether he is crossing his pngers for luck, or if he is being dishonest,0
Girton said.

A photographer, graphic designer and Web designer, Girton says he has enjoyed working with other
creative individuals throughout the process. He commissioned a former Marvel Comics artist to sketch
the gnome, then worked virtually with a clay sculptor in Philadelphia to build the prototype.

Hull/Alpine Pottery of Roseville mass-produces the statues. Pottery making in the area began during the
building of the Ohio & Erie Canal, when farmers needed watertight containers to transport their grain on
canal boats.

Hull/Alpine is known for its numerous patterns and hand decorating, characteristics that help
maintain the Perry County pottery tradition. Girton says he hopes he can keep the factory busy and
help create jobs.
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